
The City of College Place is 

pleased to issue its annual drink-

ing water report for 2003.  The 

availability of potable water is im-

perative for the vitality of each 

customer and the City as a whole.  

Without a quality water system, a 

City could not exist.  This report 

will discuss where the City’s water comes from, 

what is in the water you drink, the testing require-

ments to ensure quality  and  safety to you, our 

customers.  Should there be any questions, the 

City’s water division encourages its customers to 

feel free to talk with water personnel in the field 

or call the Public Works Department at 525-0510. 

The City of College Place routinely monitors for 

constituents, using state certified labs, in your 

drinking water according to Federal and State 

laws.    The table on the reverse side shows the 

results of our monitoring for the period of January 

1st to December 31st, 2003.  All drinking water, 

including bottled drinking water, may be reasona-

bly expected to contain at least small amounts of 

some constituents.  It is important to remember 

the presence of these constituents does not nec-

essarily pose a health risk. More information 

about contaminants and potential health effects 

can be obtained by calling the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-

800-426-4791. 

 Thank you  for allowing us to continue providing 

your family with clean, quality water. 
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Where does my  water come from?  
 

The City  has 3 wells that provide about 1/2 of its 

yearly water use.  The water from these wells is 

drawn from the basalt aquifer that flows under the 

Walla Walla Valley.  The City, also, has interties with 

neighboring jurisdictions to ensure a dependable 

supply of water and provide a regional approach to 

the use of the regions most valuable resource.  Our 

water sources are as follows: 

SOURCE TYPE  LOCATION 

Well #1 Groundwater 427 SE 6th Street 

Well #2 Groundwater 414 SE 4th Street 

Well #3 Groundwater 1511 SE Larch Ave 

Intertie #1 Walla Walla Intertie Rose Street & Myra 

Intertie #2 Walla Walla Intertie 12th and Myra 

Intertie #4 CID #14 Intertie Evans and Whitman 

Intertie #5 Walla Walla College Intertie 1st and Bade 

The water received from the City of Walla Walla 

through Interties #1, and #2 is primarily surface wa-

ter from the City of Walla Walla’s watershed in the 

Blue Mountains.  The interties are used from Octo-

ber through May and year around as an automatic 

back-up emergency supply.  The City has been using 

this intertie water from the City of Walla Walla since 

1986. 
Fore more information contact: 

 

City of College Place  

Attn: Paul Hartwig  

625 S College Ave  

College Place WA  99324 

 

Phone: 509-525-0510 

Fax: 509-526-4094 

E-mail: phartwig@ci.college-place.wa.us 

 

Cross-Connections 
 

It is a requirement, by the state, to protect the 

water system from contamination.  The pro-

tection of the system from connections to po-

tentially hazardous sites is done by “backflow” 

devices which prevent water from re-entering 

the system.   A common example is under- 

 

Cross Connections Continued …  
 

ground irrigation systems being protected by a backflow 

valve.  The City requires a permit for the installations 

and requires annual testing of all devices by a certified 

backflow tester.  The test results must be submitted to 

the City.  Please call 525-0510 with questions or come 

to the Annex located at 619 S College Ave. 



Water Quality Data Table 

Contaminants (units) MCLG MCL Results Collected Viola-

tion 

Source  Probable Source 

Inorganic Contaminants        

Asbestos (MFL) 7 7 0.098 8/12/1999 No College Place Decay of asbestos cement water mains: 

Erosion of natural deposits 

Barium (ppm) 2 2 0.023 9/10/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Fluoride (ppm) 4 4 0.06 9/10/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Copper (ppm) 1.3 AL=1.3 

 

0.004 9/10/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Lead (ppb) 0 AL=15 1.3 9/10/2003 No College Place 

Customer Tap 
Corrosion in household plumbing system 

Nitrate (measures as Nitrogen) (ppm) 10 10 1.2 6/25/2003 No WW Intertie Runoff from fertilizer use;  Leaching from 

septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural 

deposits 

Sodium (ppm) MNR MNR 22 4/21/2003 No College Place  

SO1 
Erosion of natural deposits 

Microbiological Contaminants        

Turbidity (Special Case) (NTU 

(monthly average)) 

NA TT<5 2.41 2/4/2003 No WW Intertie Soil runoff 

Radioactive Contaminants        

Alpha Emitters (pCi/L) NA 15 1.0 8/11/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Beta/photon emitters (pCi/L)  NA NA 5.6 6/25/2003 No WW Intertie Decay of natural and man-made deposits 

Volatile Organic Contaminants        

Haloacetic Acids (annual average, ppb) NA 60 1.4 9/18/2003 No WW Intertie By-Product of drinking water disinfection 

TTHMs (Total Trihalomethanes) 

(ppb) 

NA 100 5.6 4/8/2003 No WW Intertie By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Units Description: ppm—parts per million; ppb—parts per billion or micrograms per liter; NA: Not Applicable; MNR: Monitoring not required, but recommend; ppm: parts per 

million;  pCi/L: picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity);  NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units. Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water.  We monitor it 

because it is a good indicator of he effectiveness of our filtration system. NA: Not applicable. 

*** Important Drinking Water Definitions: MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal;  MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level;  AL: Action Level  

This table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of 

this report.  The EPA or the State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year 

because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently. 

 

Do I need to take special 

precautions? 
Some people may be 

more vulnerable to 

c o n t a m i n a n t s  i n 

drinking water than 

t h e  g e n e r a l 

population.  Immuno-

c o m p r o m i s e d 

persons such as 

persons with cancer 

u n d e r g o i n g 

chemotherapy, persons who have 

undergone organ transplants, people 

with HIV/AIDS or other immune system 

disorders, some elderly, and infants can 

be particularly at risk from infections.  

These people should seek advice about 

drinking water from their health care 

providers.  EPA/Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate 

means to lessen the risk of infection by 

Cryptosporidium and other microbial 

contaminants are available from the Safe 

Water Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791). 

 

Educational Statement for Lead 
 

Infants and young children are typically more 

vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the 

general population.  It is possible that lead 

levels at your home may be higher than at 

other  homes in the community as a result of 

materials used in your home’s plumbing.  If 

you are concerned about elevated lead levels 

in your home’s water, you may wish to have 

your water tested and flush your tap for 30 

seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.  

Additional information is available from Safe 

Drinking Water Hotline(800-426-4791).  

Este informe contiene infomacion importante acerc a de su agua potable . Haga 

que alguien lo traduzca para usted, o hable con alguien que lo entien. 


